
 

Clinton Township Sewerage Authority 

Meeting Minutes—September 10, 2015     

 

Chairman Geiger called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members present were 

Michael McCue, Edward Schneider, Katrin Glode-Sethna, John Lazarus and Steven 

Krommenhoek (6:31 p.m.).  Also present were C. Gregory Watts, Attorney, John Rolak, 

Engineer, Jim Huntington, Licensed Operator, William Colantano, Auditor, Meliss 

Paulus, Administrator and Council Liaison Brian Mullay.  Chairman Geiger stated that 

adequate public notice had been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings 

Act. 

 

Minutes 

 

  August 6, 2015 – Open and Closed Sessions 

 

A motion was made by John Lazarus and seconded by Edward Schneider to 

approve the open and closed session minutes of the August 6, 2015 meeting.  There being 

no further discussion, the roll was called. 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Abstain 

John Lazarus   Yes 

Steven Krommenhoek  Absent 

 

Old Business/Current Business 

   

The Mews 

  

 Mr. Watts has made contact with the attorney and is awaiting a response from her.   

 

Capacity Requests 

 

Mr. Watts sent a letter to Mr. DeChellis regarding his previous capacity request of 

11 EDUs for the PNC Bank property on Beaver Avenue.  The letter noted an escrow in 

the amount of $1,500 is required before a reservation agreement can be drafted.  Mr. 

Watts reported Mr. DeChellis contacted him and indicated he was not aware he had to 

establish an escrow account.   

  

Capital Budget Plan  

 

Mr. Rolak reported construction has been halted due to delays associated with the 

installation of the new electrical service by JCP&L. JCP&L has scheduled this for 

September 28
th

.  DeMaio Electrical has requested a 46-day extension. Chairman Geiger 

moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to approve a 46-day extension as 

requested by DeMaio Electrical due to delays in the installation by JCP&L of the 

electrical service to the Stem pump station as per contract modification #3.  There being 

no further discussion, the roll was called. 



 

Resolution #43-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   Yes 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

Katrin Glode-Sethna moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

Payment Application #4 in the amount of $134,628.48 to DeMaio Electrical for the 

rehabilitation of the Stem pump station.  There being no further discussion, the roll was 

called. 

 

Resolution #44-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   Yes 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

Katrin Glode-Sethna moved and John Lazarus seconded a motion to approve 

Payment Application #5 in the amount of $14,376.60 to DeMaio Electrical for the 

rehabilitation of the Stem pump station.  There being no further discussion, the roll was 

called.   

 

Resolution #45-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   Yes 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

Mr. Rolak sent a letter to Mr. Paul Klitsch, Superintendent of the Town of Clinton 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, indicating the flow meter at Stem would need to be taken 

out of service for approximately four weeks in order to facilitate the rehabilitation work. 

He has requested the Town bill based on estimated flows during this time or if need be a 

temporary flow meter would be installed.   

 

Mr. Watts reported the Township is ready to move on the Ordinance regarding the 

Maple Avenue pump station. It requires two readings before it can be passed.  Mr. Watts 

requested the ordinance be forwarded to Doug Borden, Insurance Risk Manager, for his 

review.  Mr. Watts has requested updated property searches regarding the rehabilitation 

of the County Road 641 pump station.  Mr. McCue inquired to the status of the DOT 



pump station upgrade to the control panel.  Mr. Huntington will provide cost details prior 

to the next meeting.   

 

NHHS 

 

 Mr. Mowery provided the engineering report for the infiltration investigation and 

the improvements performed during the time period of July 2011 through November 

2013.  The most significant repairs included installation of 154 feet of new stormwater 

piping and sealing the chimney section of manhole #2.  Mr. Rolak noted the CTSA is 

responsible for the manholes that the force main enters into.  Mr. Huntington will have 

them inspected by Mr. Jim Bauer.  

  

Town of Clinton Treatment Cost Litigation 

 

Mr. Watts reported Mr. Cushing is trying to get High Bridge back into the 

litigation. High Bridge had requested to arbitrate the billing dispute.  The motion is 

returnable on the 18
th

.  Mr. Watts stated the current OPRA request from Mr. Cushing is 

being used in lieu of normal discovery in a lawsuit and used to harass us and is very time 

consuming and voluminous. Mr. Phelan requested another negotiations meeting 

providing 3 possible dates.  Chairman Geiger will respond that all 3 dates are acceptable 

with the understanding a written meaningful proposal is received one week prior to the 

meeting date and the meeting is to be held in the CTSA office. 

 

Preventative Maintenance Program – BB 

  

 Mr. Rolak previously reported the repairs have been made except for the one 

manhole that is covered by landscaping.  Natural Systems Utilities located the manhole to 

be raised for the service lateral to be repaired. Caution tape was placed around the 

manhole.      

   

  Base User Fee 

 

 Mr. Lazarus reviewed and discussed Mr. Colantano’s analysis with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Lazarus indicated the base user fee should be calculated using debt service.  A 

discussion ensued.  Chairman Geiger moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to 

establish a base user fee using Net Operating Cost, (total budget$1,186,952 – treatment 

cost $500,000 = net operating cost $686,952 divided by total budget = 57.8% x annual 

user fee $480 = $278). There being no further discussion, the roll was called.   

 

Resolution #46-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   No 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

The motion passed by majority vote.   

 



New Business 

  

Operator’s Report 

  

Mr. Huntington provided a monthly report.  Mr. Huntington sent the flow meter 

information for Beaver Brook #3 to Mr. Klitsch for review and approval.  The pump at 

Hamden Road was pumping down the wet well dry.  Pumping Services replaced a faulty 

lead relay in the float pack. Beaver Brook #2 pump controller malfunctioned.  The 

transducer was cleaned and is functioning normally.  Investigated a complaint associated 

with a manhole by Hamden Rd. pump station.  The complaint was that the manhole 

caused significant damage to the wheel of a car.  The manhole ring is damaged causing 

the lid to rock but it would not cause the damage to the wheel as claimed.  Pictures were 

provided and all information will be forwarded to the insurance company. The wet wells 

at the Mews and CR641 need to be cleaned again.  Several manholes in Beaver Brook 

were discussed.  Mr. Schneider indicated the manhole at 6 Mission Hills Road is about 6-

8 inches below ground level.  Mr. Huntington will have someone take care of this. 

 

Mr. McCue brought up the status of the service truck.  Ms. Paulus suggested 

advertising for sealed bids.  Mr. Huntington noted the brake line froze up.  He will have 

someone evaluate it for safety issues before driving it.  Michael McCue moved and 

Katrin Glode-Sethna seconded a motion to advertise and accept sealed bids for the sale of 

the service truck and plow.  There being no further discussion, the roll was called. 

 

Resolution #47-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   No 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

The UPS and the battery in the PLC needed to be replaced in the Water’s Edge 

and Beaver Brook 1 & 2 pump stations.  Pumping Services submitted a proposal in the 

amount of $2,450.00 to perform this work.  This affects the alarm systems; therefore, the 

work was authorized without requesting additional quotes.  Edward Schneider moved and 

Katrin Glode-Sethna seconded a motion to accept the proposal submitted by Pumping 

Services to replace the UPS and battery in the PLC units located at Beaver Brook #1 & 2 

and Water’s Edge pump stations in the amount of $2,450.00.  There being no further 

discussion, the roll was called. 

 

Resolution #48-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   No 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

   



2016 Budget 

 

Ms. Paulus noted it is time to start preparing the 2016 budget.  Mrs. Glode-Sethna 

and Mr. Edward Schneider volunteered to be part of the budget committee.  A tentative 

meeting date was scheduled for September 17
th

.   

 

 Renew NJ Utility Joint Insurance Fund Membership 

 

To maintain membership in the NJ Joint Insurance Fund a new agreement and 

resolution is required.  The current membership expires December 31, 2015.  Chairman 

Geiger moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to renew the CTSA’s 

membership in the NJ Utilities Joint Insurance Fund for an additional three years and 

authorize Chairman Geiger execute such agreement.  There being no further discussion, 

the roll was called. 

 

Resolution #49-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   No 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

Chairman Geiger reported that he was contacted regarding the status of the 

Patrick McGaheran School.  The on-site wastewater treatment plant was discussed. Flows 

below 2,000 gallons per day would require a T-1 septic. 

 

Mr. Krommenhoek inquired to establishing dedicated email accounts for board 

members for the purpose of CTSA emails.  Ms. Paulus will set-up emails with the current 

email provider. 

 

Ms. Paulus suggested placing an ad in the Township Newsletter regarding what 

not to flush.  This would raise awareness of the items that should not enter their sewer 

lines or septic systems to avoid costly repairs to either their homes or laterals as well as to 

the CTSA system.  A request to submit email addresses of ratepayers to the CTSA will be 

noted.  Mr. Mullay noted the Township pays for 2 pages on a quarterly basis and may 

have space available for this use. Mr. Mullay will inquire with the Township Clerk if 

there is any space available.  Edward Schneider moved and Chairman Geiger seconded a 

motion to place a full page color ad in the Township Newsletter not to exceed $750.00 

for the purposes of advising residents of what not to dispose of into their sewer lines.  

There being no further discussion, the roll was called. 

 

Resolution #50-2015 

 

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   No 



Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

Ms. Paulus discussed the proposal submitted by Driveway Maintenance, 

contractor for snowplowing, for the sealcoating of the pump station driveways.  This has 

never been done in the past.  It is recommended to have the operator evaluate each one 

and make recommendations at the next meeting.   

 

 Vouchers 

 

 John Lazarus moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to approve all 

vouchers in the Control Register and Check Register.  There being no further discussion, 

the roll was called. 

    

Peter Geiger   Yes 

Michael McCue  Did not vote 

Edward Schneider  Yes 

Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 

John Lazarus   Yes 

Steven Krommenhoek  Yes 

 

Executive Session 
 

There was no need to enter into Executive session. 

  

 There being no further business to discuss, Edward Schneider moved and John 

Lazarus seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________   ___________________________ 

Meliss Paulus, Administrator    Peter Geiger, Chairman 


