
 
Clinton Township Sewerage Authority 
Meeting Minutes—July 24, 2014      
 

 
Chairman Geiger called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members present were 

Michael McCue, Edward Schneider, Katrin Glode-Sethna and John Lazarus.  Also 
present were C. Gregory Watts, Attorney, John Rolak, Engineer, Jim Huntington, 
Collection Systems Operator and Meliss Paulus, Administrator.  It is noted Alan 
Fillebrown resigned his position in June. Chairman Geiger stated that adequate public 
notice had been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
Minutes 
 
  June 5, 2014 – Open Session 
 
 A motion was made by John Lazarus and seconded by Michael McCue to approve 
the open session minutes of the June 5, 2014 meeting. There being no further discussion, 
the roll was called. 
 

Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 

 
Old Business/Current Business 

   
The Mews 

  
 There was nothing new to report or discuss. 
 

Capacity Requests 
 

 There was nothing new to report or discuss. 
 
Capital Budget Plan (inc. Oak Knolls) 
 

Mr. Watts, Mr. Rolak and Mr. McCue attended the Planning Board meeting on 
July 7th.  All necessary approvals were received to move forward with the rehabilitation 
of the Stem pumping station.  Mr. Rolak requested the approval to go out for bid just for 
the Stem pumping station since there are items holding up Maple Avenue and County 
Road 641 pumping stations.  The initial intent was to bid all 3 at the same time. Mr. 
Rolak will note the 2 stations are not in the contract at this time.  Michael McCue moved 
and Edward Schneider seconded the motion to authorize Hatch Mott MacDonald to 
proceed with the bid process for the rehabilitation of the Stem pumping station.  There 
being no further discussion, the roll was called. 

 
 
 



Resolution #37-2014 
 

Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 
 

Mr. Watts will be following-up with the attorney for Clinton Township regarding 
an ordinance that will encompass the agreement he prepared.  Mr. Watts is trying to 
obtain the consent of an out-of-state Trustee for one of the properties.  He anticipates 
both will be resolved in about 4-6 weeks. It may be necessary to go before the planning 
board for both stations. Mr. Watts will look into this.   

 
Mr. Watts discussed the invoice received for the conflict engineer for the planning 

board.  He suggested sending a letter requesting more detail.  Chairman Geiger 
authorized Mr. Watts to draft a letter including costs incurred to date to be sent to Mr. 
Higgins. Mr. Watts noted the Planning Board was very professional and moved this 
through in one meeting and for that he is very thankful. Chairman Higgins was very 
helpful.  

 
  NHHS 
 
 There has been a problem with the generator. It will be discussed in the operator’s 
report.     
 

Treatment Cost Analysis 
 
Chairman Geiger reviewed the letter received from Mayor Kovach addressed to 

High Bridge Mayor Mark Desire. Mr. John Gregory, High Bridge Administrator, 
responded to this letter noting Mayor Kovach did not respond to the request for 
reimbursement of the charges that are not considered treatment charges and has no basis 
to be included in the sewer billing. He requested a substantive and meaningful response 
to the letter sent on June 9, 2014. 

 
Preventative Maintenance Program – BB 
 

Mr. Rolak reported Oswald Enterprises has completed the cleaning and TV work 
for Phase II in Beaver Brook.  Some areas were not accessible.  The report was received 
today.  He will review and make recommendations for repairs. 

 
 Oak Knolls-Hamden Rd. 
 
Mr. Watts has sent the reimbursement request to the attorney for Henkels & 

McCoy.  Hard copies of the invoices were requested and sent.  It is anticipated a 
conference call will need to be arranged once the review of the charges is completed. 
Chairman Geiger believes a timeframe needs to be in place for reimbursement. Mr. Watts 
feels any questions will stem from the administrative charge.  

 



Mr. Rolak reported Williams Pipeline has accepted responsibility for the 
remainder of the restoration work. Ms. Glode-Sethna suggested obtaining this in writing.   

 
New Business 
  

Operator’s Report 
 

Chairman Geiger welcomed Mr. James Huntington, Operations Manager.  He 
provided a written report.  A comprehensive review of the pump stations has been 
completed by his staff.  The grinders at Beaver Brook 1&2 were installed but keep 
shutting down.  Pumping Services is scheduled to come out to evaluate the problem.  
Lifting chains have been installed at some of the stations.  This will facilitate the use of a 
Flyght hook and davit rather than using the CTSA truck.  Test ran bypass pump.  All ran 
OK. Scott, of Shafts and Sleeves, toured the pump stations and evaluated the control 
panel at Stem and the debris and scrap that has accumulated.  There isn’t much value in 
it.  It should be disposed of.  It is recommended it be documented that the value of the 
items does not exceed the cost of disposal.  There may be a value to the generator. Mr. 
Rolak noted the scrap value, if any, would be less than the cost of disposal. Chairman 
Geiger moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to authorize the operator to 
remove waste and other unnecessary items having little or no value from the Authority’s 
DOT pump station on condition that no cost shall be incurred by the Authority for such 
removal.  There being no further discussion, the roll was called. 

 
 Resolution #38-2014 

 
Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 
 

Mr. Huntington reported a power issue at Water’s Edge.  There is also an issue 
with the valve pit sump pump float and junction box.  This will be replaced if not able to 
be repaired. The basket needs to be replaced and he will be obtaining quotes for 
replacement.  Ms. Paulus noted Pumping Services had recently made adjustments and 
reported it was working properly.  Mr. Huntington inquired to the requirement of paying 
prevailing wage. Mr. Watts noted prevailing wage would only apply to contracted work.  
The generator at NHHS would fault on over crank during testing. R & J determined the 
issue with the voltage regulator is a contributing factor. R & J provided a quote to repair 
at a cost of $4,900.00 noting it is over 20 years old and parts are obsolete.  The electric 
davit wire rope at Deer Meadow is frayed and kinked.  It can be shortened.  The bypass 
pump at Hamden Road would not pump against the head and had to be replaced by a high 
head pump.  The new pump is expected Friday, July 25th.  A new Panasonic Toughbook 
was purchased to replace the laptop and desktop.  Mr. Schneider inquired to the choice of 
service vendors.  Mr. Huntington shared his experiences and made some 
recommendations.  Chairman Geiger thanked Mr. Huntington for his report and has no 
recommendations. Everyone thanked Mr. Huntington. 

 
(Mr. Huntington left at 7:14 p.m.) 

 



  Chairman Geiger reported Mr. Alan Fillebrown resigned in June.  There is a need 
to appoint someone as Treasurer, Safety Director and Certifying officer.  Chairman 
Geiger nominated John Lazarus as Treasurer. Edward Schneider seconded this 
nomination.  There being no other nominations, the roll was called. 
 

Resolution #39-2014 
 

Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 
 

Chairman Geiger nominated Katrin Glode-Sethna as Certifying Officer.  Michael 
McCue seconded the nomination.  There being no other nominations, the roll was called. 

 
Resolution #40-2014 

 
Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 
 

Mr. Lazarus inquired to the replacement for Mr. Fillebrown’s term.  Ms. Paulus 
noted a customer inquired to becoming a board member.  Mr. Juan Barrero submitted his 
interest to be appointed to the CTSA board via email to Mayor Cimei.  It was suggested 
to forward this email to Marvin Joss. 

 
Edward Schneider volunteered to be the Safety Director for the Joint Insurance 

Fund.  No formal appointment is necessary. 
 
 2014 Emergency Contractors 
 
Katrin Glode-Sethna moved and Edward Schneider seconded a motion to approve 

the proposals received for emergency services from Pumping Services, R & R Pump, 
Toby Barkman and Shaft & Sleeves Co.  There being no further discussion, the roll was 
called. 

 
Resolution #41-2014 

 
Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 

 
 
 



Ms. Paulus reported receiving an email from the new director of the NJ Division 
of Local Government Services requesting the Authority address certain control 
deficiencies due to the lack of personnel as noted in the 2013 Audit.  The Authority 
addressed this in a letter dated July 14, 2014.  Michael McCue moved and Edward 
Schneider seconded a motion confirming the mitigating controls as set forth in the letter 
dated July 14, 2014 to Ms. Zawartkay, Director of LGS, are in effect and will continue to 
be followed by the Authority.  There being no further discussion, the roll was called. 

 
Resolution #42-2014 

 
Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes 

 
Vouchers 

 
 Michael McCue moved and John Lazarus seconded a motion to approve all 
vouchers in the Control Register and Check Register.  There being no further discussion, 
the roll was called. 
    

Peter Geiger   Yes 
Michael McCue  Yes 
Edward Schneider  Yes 
Katrin Glode-Sethna  Yes 
John Lazarus   Yes   

 
Executive Session 
 
 There was no need to enter into executive session. 
 
 
 There being no further business to discuss, Edward Schneider moved and John 
Lazarus seconded a motion to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:25 p.m.  

 
  
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________   ___________________________ 
Meliss Paulus, Administrator     Peter Geiger, Chairman 
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